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[ Colby said yesterday “it’s 
: impossible to make an esti- 
mate as to how many total 
| American names, we have” 

! in CIA files. 

Colby told a House sub- 
committee about a wide 
range of Central Intelli- 
gence Agency filing systems 
that he insisted properly 
maintain information on 
' many Americans as well as 
‘several million foreign per- 
sonalities.” 

Rep. Bella S. Abzug (D- 
N.Y.), the subcommittee’s 
chairwoman, made public 
part of a file the CIA kept 
on her dating from 1953 and 
turned over to her Tuesday. 

Rep. Abzug said the file 
included lawyer-client let- 
ters the CIA secretly opened 
I and reports on public meet- 
| ings at which she had spo- 
ken. She called the file “rot- 
ten stuff’ and an insult “not 
only to me but to my coun- 
try.” 

Colby assured her “there 
won’t be a continuing file” 
on her or other Americans 
involved only in domestic 
political activities, but that 
reports will continue to be 
collected on U.S. citizens 
making contact with suspect 
foreign organizations. 

During four hours’ testi- 
mony before the House Gov- 
ernment Operations subcom- 
mittee examining what CIA 
records can be made public, 
Colby said, “Over the last 
five years there have been 
some 390 attempts abroad to 
recruit Americans” to spy in 
the United States. 

The CIA director added, 
“About 100 individuals a 
year within the United - 
States are approached ... to 
spy within the United 
States.” 

j After Rep. Abzug objected 
; strenuously to the CIA 
keeping files on her and oth- 
ers, Colby responded, “We 
believe in freedom, too, and 
we believe that freedom has 
to be protected” 

In outlining the CIA’s fil- 
. ing system for the first time 
publicly, Colby said that 
Americans’ names may be 
filed for various reasons — 
“They may be associated in 
some way with a foreign 
personality in whom we are 
interested,” maybe a source - 
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of information to the CIA, 
“or we may simply have 
made a mistake - and have 
begun a record on a person 
we believed to be a for- 
eigner but who is a U.S. citi- 
zen.” 

Colby continued in a 22- 
page statement, “A number 
of American names came 
into this collection because 
they were incidentally ac- 
quired in the course of cov- 
erage - of a foreign intelli- 
' gence matter.” 

Colby told !Rep. Abzug 
'that was why the CIA pre- 
pared and filed a report on 
a visit she made ' to the 
North Vietnamese delega- 
tion in Paris during Viet- 
nam peace negotiations. 

Rep. Abzug said she ex- 
pects to release the CIA’s 
report on her that Colby 
Said excluded any informa- 
. tion that would identify a 
secret source. Colby said the 
CIA had files on only four 
members of Congress: Rep. 
Abzug, one who is dead and 
two persons he did not iden- 
tify. He also said two other 
members of Congress are 
former CIA employees. 

Colby said that the CIA’s 
main file on individuals is a 
biographical collection con- 
taining intelligence on 
“several million foreign po- 
litical, military, scientific, 
economic, technical and cul- 
tural personalities.” 

He said a second bio- 
graphical collection includes 
material collected only “in 
the course of foreign intelli- 
gence operations,” including 
names of foreigners and 
Americans suspected “of be- 
ing involved with foreign es- 
pionage or security serv- 
ices.’! 

( Colby said the CIA main- 
tains a third filing system 
for documents that also in- 
cludes some Americans’ 
names/ He said the CIA’s of/ 
fices of security, personnel 
and legislative counsel also 
have their own separate 
files for different purposes 
and the agency keeps a file 
of press references to indi- 
viduals. 

( However, Colby stressed 
that since 1973 the CIA has 
not maintained files on 
American citizens “other 


than those developed as an 
incidental aspect of foreign 
intelligence or counterintel- 
ligence matters . or as an pm. 

Etoee, applicant, contact, 
etc.” 

‘We intend to cany out 
the laws of the United 
States an(T at the same time 
to help maintain its securi- 
ty, the welfare of our citi- 
zens and peace in the world 
to the degree we can 
through our intelligence op- 
erations,” Colby said in his 
prepared statement. 

Later, Colby said that in 
certain crises he didn’t iden- 
tify the CIA has “kept cer- 
tain small nations from go- 
ing to war against each oth- 
er (because of misconcep- 
tions) because our informa- 
tion was so much better than 
theirs.” 

Colby said, T do not say 
that CIA never made a mis- 
take. I do say, however, that 


any such actions were few 
and far between. 

( “In the CIA, we stand sec- 
ond to none in our recogni- 
tion of the paramount rights 
of our citizens, but we also 
believe those rights must be 
protected by an effective in- 
telligence service,” Colby 
said. 

Rep. Abzug said the CIA 
file bn her that she received 
Tuesday after making an 
earlier request included in- 
formation. , dating back to 
1953 and letters she wrote 
as a lawyer to clients in 1958 
and 1960 that the CIA sur- 
reptitiously opened. 

Colby said that he stopped 
all such CIA interceptions 
of domestic mail in Febru- 
i ary, 1973. Rep. Abzug called 
the CIA’s, former mail-open- 
ing clearly illegal. 

She said that another of 
the items in her file was a 
report on an anti-war speech 
she gave ip 1971 in front of 


the New York City public 
library. “That was not a CIA ! 
report,” Colby said, adding : 
that it came from another | 
U.S. intelligence agency he | 
declined to name. 

In seeking to learn the 
other agency’s name, Rep. 
Abzug said, “I’d like to put 
the pieces together. You 
know, as a kid they taught' 
me to do jigsaw puzzles.”' 
“That’s what I do all day 
long,” responded the U.S. 
government’s top intelli- 
gence official. - 
Rep. Abzug said that her 
CIA file also included min- 
utes from a meeting pf an 
unidentified American' peace 
group and a ‘Women’s 
Strike for Peace” member- 
ship list. 

Calling collection of such 
information outrageous, she 
said, “It’s not a personal mat- 
ter — it’s a matter of a demo- 
cratic society being on the, 

right course.” 
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